THE DOVESTONES QUARRIES
O.S. ref. SE 022037 to 025040
By Chris Hardy (1987) Updated by lan Carr (2012)

Of it, one enthusiast has written: “It makes thadehCliffs of Llanberis seem
small beer”.
Edward C. PyatttWhere to Climb in the British Isles. (1960)

SITUATION AND CHARACTER

These huge man-made quarries dominate the eakipas sising above Dovestones
Reservoir. The rock in all three is uniformly steem The Main Quarry presents
shattered walls and corners often more than 130rfdesight. This, and the steeply
dropping hillside below the cliff, creates an atpiosre of unusual severity for
gritstone. The Lower Left Quarry reaches a heidglaver 100 feet but is arranged in
a rather more complex pattern of features, whetteatower Right Quarry is smaller,
only 50 feet high, and possesses much less chafaetdoose rock!)

In The Main Quarry, the area of rock immediateghtiof White Slab has undergone
radical change since the last guidebook (1976hulst be stressed: TREAT THIS
SECTION WITH EXTREME CAUTION. Indeed, care should éxercised on all the
seldom-frequented routes. Nevertheless, despite smose and dirty holds, the rock
is generally of good quality and despite the qeatnpoor reputation and unjustified
lack of visitors, there are in fact many fine clsrihat are well worth seeking out.
Convenient belay stakes are in place above The Raarry and The Lower Right
Quarry; small Cairns marks most of these.

APPROACHES AND ACCESS

From the car park below Dovestones Reservoir daatk along the road past the
sailing clubhouse and yacht park until the bridgercChew Brook is crossed. Leave
the tarmac road for the path on the left which $eiedind the reservoir. At the second
of two stiles, follow the left-hand side of a drigse wall uphill until the quarries are
visible; the first to be reached being the LowegRiQuarry (20 minutes).

A slightly longer approach (20-25 minutes) is tdkMaom the car park at Binn Green
picnic sight on the A635, 1 ¥4 miles from the Claiotel in Greenfield.

The quarries are owned by the North West Water évitththat is willing to allow
climbing but not camping or bivouacking.

In 2010 the management of the area was taken gvbielRSPB from United
Utilities. Peregrine falcons and ravens reguladsgtnn the quarries resulting in
temporary climbing restrictions during the nestsegson. Please check the BMC'’s
Access Database (RAD) if you are planning a visttuaing May to August.

HISTORY

The first recorded climbs in these quarries wire Seal’s Backnow known as
DisappointmentandThe Waterfall Climpboth described by George Bower in the
very first addition oRecent Developments on Gritstppablished in 1923. The fact
that progress was slow in the first half of thetaenis a measure of the cliffs’ aura.
Though Arthur Birtwistle forced a new route in 1988 The Main Quarry, he nearly
decapitated his second with a dislodged block, lymot surprisingly, discouraged
even this bold explorer’s pioneering zeal. A rogklanche at about this time, in
which most of the climb slid away, did nothing t@mote the cliffs popularity.



It was not until 1948 that serious development tplalce. Initially, a visit by Joe
Brown, Wilf White and Merrick (Slim) Sorrell reseltl inTitan’s Groove From then
on Brown, White and Sorrell accompanied by themc¢Rand Ice’ companions, J.R.
(Nat) Allen, Don Chapman and Fred Ashton, beggmatpregular visitsMike’s
Meander Initiation Groove Brown RouteWhite SlabtandThe Dove Stone Quarry
Girdle Traverseall resulted from this activity.

In 1952, The Lower Left Quarry received its firttieation from Graham West
assisted by Michael Roberts and Ron Chambers. 8ra ttan be credited the first
ascents oFinger Flake Alumina CrackCave and Travers@&lanco Directand
Ultima Ratia In 1956 this team was joined by Phil Sowerby Bridn Dutton from
the Bivouac Club of R.A.F. Ringway and the liaiseas celebrated by ascents of
Birthday LaybackandJoggled Crack

In 1957 Brown climbed\ce of SpadeandTiny Tim and during 1958-59 Alan
Parker, Peter Bamfield and other members of thé®M.C. added a fair quota of
climbs including the originalericho Walland the fineA-lu-te Members of the
Manchester Gritstone C.C. were also active in theres, creating a mixture of
‘free’ and partially-aided climbs such @ke Silvey Swinging ChimneyGatepost
Crack andFive Day ChimneyA feat worthy of mention from this period (though
repetition is not recommended) was Malc Baxterst fascent oFunny Move Groove
with Rimmon M.C. member, Tony Howard; the lead@nbled with one arm in
plaster!

Working for the 1965 guidebook; Tony Howard, Paeti®on, Jeff Sykes, Brian
Woods, Brian Hodgkinson and other members of tmenidn M.C. added over a
dozen routes includingrass MonkeyGarn, Clag, GangapoochiThe Trollenberg
Terror, Caramba Feb.andFlutterbye GroovesTwo years after the guidebook’s
appearance, Jim Campbell free-climlégatepost Crackand in 1968 Bruce Goodwin
and Bill Birchall producedsail’'s Progressand a low girdle of The Main Quarry —
SandblasterCoincidentally, a year later Howard and Bill Birtraversed in the
opposite direction naming Hlastic HomageAs these routes shared the same middle
pitch, both parties must share the honours. Therlpair then went on to climbhe
Whipper-inandLoose Leaf

In 1970 Brian Toase, accompanied by Richard SawetiknbedBlack Cracksand
Direct Routewhilst Con Carey took the lead fBtayed OutIn June of the same yearr,
Bob Whittacker produced the excelldindbender ‘The quarries were popular at
this time, and it was not unusual to see a dozeiepalimbing here on a Sunday
afternoon.’ By 1972, new routes were falling thaskd fast, for the ‘Bacup group’ had
been drafted in, stimulated by a new guidebookéaking. Barry Rawlinson and
Gerry Peel addedweedledeandTweedledumvhereas Whittacker climbedariety
Performancel? Year ItchAmen CornerandQuarrymaster Allan Wolfenden’s
contributions, with various seconds, wdenny WrenSalamankaPlumb-lineand
Slanting CrackHowever, the pick of the bunch was undoubtediywliReson’sHey!
Jeanniein The Main Quarry.

Having checked the existing routes for the 197@goook (an enormous task, in
itself) and led a batch of new ones, any sane pesisould have left well alone, but
no!... the bug (with no known antidote) had bitéerd Whittacker was back in 1977,
this time with Ralph Pickering, to creafeo Tall For Dwarfs Jackie and a
completely free ascent &ive Day Chimneyas well as reducing the aid on



Metamorphos#o one nut. The following year, Steve Bancroftindded past this sole
indiscretion to produce the test-piece provocayivehamedob Hope Since then,
the free ascents diweedledunandQuarrymastetby Chris Hardy and lan Carr, and
Con Carey and Hardy’s afternoon outingElastic Homageo remove the
penultimate point of aid in this guidebook, are ¢tindy events worthy of mention.
And of course the odd rock-fall.

New routes since the 1987 guidebook are insertdlteimriginal text below. These
are in Blue. There continues to be recurring imétg in the right-hand side of the
Central Quarry and rock falls occurring at regtilare intervals. The Lower Left,
Waterfall and Lower Right area remain unscathed.

Routes that are known to be either very overgromoase are marked with @
This may not be a definitive list.

THE CLIMBS in each of the three quarries are désctifrom LEFT to RIGHT.

THE LOWER LEFT QUARRY

The most prominent features of the quarry are thigevcentral slab and capping
overhang taken by Blanco Direct and, on the lb#,luge black cleft left of Mercury
Crack.Farther left and at a lower level is a small is@dtbasin, 40 yards above a
sandy plateau. This contains the following thrembs:

1 The Teazer VS 4c 1958 @

45ft  Start beneath a long overhang at 30 feet. W& dérectly up the slab to an
open groove which leads to the overhang. Passlisisicle by moving left to a small
ledge forming the top of a large block. The shimishing wall is ‘delicate, exposed
and the hardest part of the climb’ though easieyrfdr the tall.

2 Olly’s Option S 1958 e

50ft  Starting 6 feet left of an easy-angled corokmb the thin crack and slabby
aréte to reach a ledge. Above and slightly to idjiet is a 6-foot V-shaped groove;
climb this to a spacious sloping ledge, then chaloseasiest scramble up to finish.

3 Scoop Route HVD pre-1958 o
55ft  Bridge the slabby corner to a scoop that léefiso a wide cracked groove
and split blocks to finish.

A route has been worked out up the wall to thetrggtScoop Route’s upper section.
The pocketed rib forming the right aréte of theith&i®s also been climbed, S.

The next routes are in the main section of THE LBVLEFT QUARRY. High up,
and almost at the extreme left-hand side of therguare three parallel slanting
cracks/grooves. Finishing up the left-hand oneheke is:

4 Played Out VS 5a 1970
50ft  Climb up to and follow the leftward-slantincgack to a ‘hard landing on a
slab’. Move right, then go up a short corner taakward detour to stand on a small



ledge. Continue more easily via a layback to tipe Tdhe short corner can also be
gained direct by a steep corner-crack; this is kgddficult.

5 Tweedledee HVS 5a * 1972
55ft  After the initial scramble, climb the underoantral crack by jamming and
barn-door laybacking.

6 Tweedledum E2 6a ** 1972/1982
55ft Relatively easy rocks lead up to the rightdhgnoove which proves to be very
hard to enter. This gives neat finger-jamming t@afward bulging finish.

The overgrown bay to the right is situated behhmal uttress that fornidercury

Crack Its left side can be climbed by a grassy route hay also has a wide chimney
in its right-hand side, the (outside) wall to igftlhaving a wide joggled crack near its
right edge:

7 Pipers VS 5a1972 @
50ft Climb easy ledges to the lichenous crack whiciollowed direct, is
surprisingly awkward.

8 Black Chimney VD pre-1958 o

55ft  The wide chimney (which is not as obvioustesrame might suggest) has
only a little loose rock but a lot of grass. Thé@my of all that is bad about these
guarries.

The quarry floor now drops to a slightly lower levEwenty feet right aBlack
Chimney and directly above, there is a large triangulareohang, the right side of
which peters out below a fierce crack. Going ughis but escaping leftwards is:

9 Birthday Layback VS 4b,4c * 1956

A good clean climb which, with careful rope-worlancbe combined into a single
pitch.

1. 40ft From a standing position on a shelf at Hegidht, climb the crack and ‘leaf
flake’ to a position below the overhang. Travetse dlab leftwards to a belay on a
good ledge below a square-cut corner.

2. 45ft Layback the corner for ‘about 16 feet’ uittis possible to move right onto a
good ledge Exit via the flake-crack which is agimcommon to the next route:

10 Gatepost Crack E1 5b ** 1960/1967

75ft  The fierce jamming crack which splits the tigland edge of the overhang is
gained direct via a lower crack line. Superb, clelanbing up an impressive line.
The protection is good and the upper wall is nalexsid of holds as first
appearances might suggest.

11 Mercury Crack S(trugglesome) ** pre-1956

75ft  For connoisseurs and cavers; not everyongio€tea. Easy rocks and a
corner lead to the huge dark cleft. Follow thisgag above the first of two
chockstones to emerge through the hole at the back.

1la Uranus Crack HVS 5b 1995
22m How rude. The right edge of the inside wallafiacks. Finish by a squirm up
the upper overhanging chimney cleft.



Below and to the right dflercury Crack’shuge cleft is a cleatWWwHITE WALL .
Going up the left-hand side of this is:

12 White Wall Left VD pre-1958 o

1. 50ft From a few feet up Mercury Crack, gainwhde and blocky groove. Climb
this to an exit right onto a large and clean, sigmplatform.

2. 15ft Escape rightwards easily or, alternativetgmuchharder, finish up the
broken crack above the left-hand side of the ptatfo

12a White Rib E15b 2007
16m The left edge of the wall with a bold-ish metton.

12b Age Concern E2 6a ** 1989
16m The central, thin twin-cracks to the slantingak via one hard move
rightwards on a finger pocket. Move left on a Idite to the upper crack.

13 White Wall Direct E1 5b,- * 1969

1. 60ft From a few feet up Mercury Crack, travarghtwards to a position beneath
the WHITE WALL, the lower half of which is split by number of cracks. Climb the
wider right-hand one of these to a vague horizdmtak before moving leftwards
with difficulty to reach a second crack. FollowgHiy way of an unlikely layback
and/or jamming to a hard landing onto a slopindfshe

Superdirect (1989) gains the upper crack directly at a slightrder grade.

2. 15ft Escape easily rightwards (As for White Waft).

14 White Wall Right VS 4c,- pre-1958 o

1. 60ft From a few feet up Mercury crack, travergen further rightwards (past a
possible belay ledge) to a weakness where whitemaets black. This is climbed
with difficulty past a small pinnacle and trianguledge, before moving left to reach
the clean platform.

2. 15ft Exit rightwards, then scramble up and leftsls to belay in a rocky channel.

Fifty feet lower down, and at the base of rockyps|dhe next climbs start from a
small bay where the base of the crag levels dtiecorizontal.

15 Black Wall Route E1 5b,4c 1982

1. 25ft Climb the short wide crack and rounded deéte of the bay to reach a
spacious ledge. A peg up to the right can be usedelay.

2. 65ft Climb up to and over a slight bulge to feaarack in the centre of the black
wall. Follow this until a move left leads to Whitéall Right. Climb this for a few

feet, then move back right to finish up a shortkeal corner (or the aréte round to its
right).

Six feet right oBlack WallRouteis a small recessed corner directly below a legnin
black chimney. Starting here is:

16 Alumina Crack VS-4c *  pre-1958
1. 40ft Climb the blocky corner, aiming for a smatige below the leaning chimney
with a smooth left wall and a number of chockstdmgs up. A peg belay is situ.



2. 50ft Climb the chimney somewhat precariouslgspag the overhanging section
with a difficult move to reach a good hidden hdtéhish up the slab which is easiest
on its left-hand side.

17 Black Cracks VS 5a,4c 1970/pre-1976

1. 40ft Start just right of Alumina Crack and gq apd slightly rightwards, to a
jamming crack. Climb this moving leftwards to redbh belay of the previous route.
2. 50ft Five feet right, and higher up, is a cratk shallow corner. Follow this by
finger-jamming and laybacking till a hidden hanahehables better footholds to be
gained. Move leftwards to join and finish as fouina Crack.

18 Right-hand Finish E1 5a,5b * 1972

1. 40ft As for pitch 1 of Black Cracks.

2. 50ft Five feet right is a crack. Ignore thisdaimb the ‘hard-to-start’ aréte to its
right to gain a small ledge in the middle of thabsIFinish up the right-hand side of
the slab via a thin crack and its right aréte.

Ten feet to the right dtlumina Crackis a rounded aréte, starting about 12 feet up.

19 Mottled Groove S * pre-1958

1. 50ft Climb the broken left-hand side of the anétil it can be rounded to a flake
on the right. The short wall above, and the cotaoets left, are taken to a comfortable
ledge below three split blocks (the ‘Book Ends’dy@l A more logical, and better,
alternative to the initial aréte is to climb eittsgde of the large flake around to the
right.

2. 45ft Ascend directly to up the blocks and theoge above, exiting on the left.

To the right is the large white slablMLESS SLAB . Starting up the weakness just
to its left is:

20 Direct Route VS 4c,4c * 1970 @

1. 65f Climb easily up the weakness for a shottadise to a corner crack on the left
which is jammed to reach a bridging position argé block. Surmount this direct, or
by a slight deviation to the left, then continuermeasily to a ‘tooth’ of rock. Move
left to a belay at flakes/ledges.

2. 30ft A constricting groove/pod which contain®iag thin flake of rock is entered
with difficulty. At its termination, bulging rocksiovercome direct using good holds.

21 Cave and Traverse VS 4c,4b pre-1958 @

1. 80ft Go easily up the left edge of AIMLESS SLABvery delicate toe-traverse
then leads round the bulging aréte into a corngrc(jon with Direct Route). Reverse
mantelshelf, then continue leftwards by hand-treeéo reach the top of a large flake
(junction with the alternative first pitch on Matl Groove). Pull up to gain a ledge
beneath a smooth-looking corner and climb this pdatge horizontal pocket to the
‘book flake’ and a good belay ledge directly belawmall cave.

2. 35ft Climb parallel cracks (the left-hand onenfs the ‘book flake’) until it is
possible to step rightwards to the shallow caveaglvban also be gained direct). Pull
over the bulge with difficulty, then continue byrfed-in’ chockstones, moving
rightwards before easy upward scrambling. A hamgwgitch.

22 Blanco Direct VS -,4b,- * pre-1958



Good climbing, though the flake on pitch 2 shoutditeated with the utmost caution.
Beware of rope-drag on pitch 2.

1. 50ft Climb the pleasant crack, trending rightsgato reach a pedestal belay (the
top of a finger flake).

2. 40ft Traverse left to the jutting flake high mmgthe corner. Stand on this, hold your
breath, then pull quickly round the overhang (criaxq move up rightwards to reach a
small ledge and a nut belay.

3. 25ft Finish up the slabby wall, keeping to ta# &ll the way.

The large overhang to the left of the pedest&llaco SuperdirectE2 5c, (1972 /
1991). Arran Kirk, John Archibald (6th May 1992)

Fifteen feet to the right, and past a wide craskam overhanging groove with another
wide crack, 6-foot long in the back:

23 Mindbender HVS 4c,5a **1970

A surprisingly good and varied climb.

1. 50ft Climb the twin cracked groove, awkward t&arts to gain a large platform (this
can also be reached more easily via the first wrdek). Above are four cracks, the
left-hand pair of which form a finger flake. Folldwe right hand pair, then traverse
left with difficulty to the pedestal belay on Blambirect.

2. 75ft Climb up and right to a niche. Move up fQrand cross rightwards to a
possible belay in Tottering Groove. Traverse batkib the aréte before moving up
and right to a leftward-curving crack that is felled to easier ground above.

23a Draft Bass E15b* 1992

33m Takes a line through Mindbender. Climb the&kbrogroove to gain ledges,
then the right-hand crackline. Move up and leftdsato meet Mindbender at the
niche. Finish directly up the aréte.

Paul Braithwaite, Chris Myles (28th July 1992)

Starting 5 feet to the right &lindbender and at a slightly higher level, is:

24 Finger Flake HVD pre-1958

50ft  An alternative first pitch to Blanco Direct,@out the same standard. Climb
the 'easy-looking crack' (which of course isn'tyg¢aoping off leftwards, to reach a
broad platform. The left-hand pair of cracks foire finger flake, both of which are
climbed (Koala Bear-style) to the pedestal atdfs t

Twelve feet to the right and fifteen feet higheris@ large platform that can be
gained from a dirty crack down left, or very eaddym the right. Starting from the
platform is:

25 Amen Corner E1 5a,5b pre-1976

1. 50ft Bridge up the vague chimney (or quit ttessaon as possible for nicer moves
up the clean, slabby wall on the left) to gain é&afgotholds on a ledge/ramp. Hand-
traverse the horizontal crack leftwards to a bBmdng round the aréte to reach the
niche of Mindbender. Descend leftwards to reachptaestal.

2. 60ft Probably a grade harder when dirty. Abeva steep, wide groove. Climb this
with difficulty and peat, exiting slightly leftwasdat the top to a slab where easy rocks



lead to the finish. Alternatively, move rightwariiem the top of the groove to finish
up the flake in the aréte.

26 Tottering Groove VS 4b  pre-1958

70ft  Follow Amen Corner to gain a wide groove whprbves relatively
straightforward, if not secure. The groove can alsgained by a short leftward
traverse, starting 15 feet higher up and to thietyighich makes the route HVD.

27 Ultima Ratio VD * pre-1958
50ft Stand on a spike to gain entry into the leftiwslanting groove which can be
climbed direct on good holds.

28 17 Year Itch VS 4c 1972

50ft  Start 8 feet to the right of Ultima Ratio asraall sentry box. Climb out of this
with difficulty and follow the crack/groove prioo t&a poor finish on huge tottering
blocks.

There are two girdles of the quarry which travensepposite directions; both are
worthwhile. The first to be described runs up frigft to right.

29 Black and White Traverse HVD ** pre-1958

200ft A rose amongst thorns; the positions are atroertainly unequalled by any
other gritstone HVD.

1. 70ft Start from the base of Mercury Crack aadérse rightwards, below WHITE
WALL, to reach the peg belay of Alumina Crack. Maight, then go up (crux) to the
'‘Book Ends' belay.

2. 60ft A slightly ascending traverse right, acrgesoves and corners, leads to the
ledges above and to the left of the 'heavy' ovegltemBlanco Direct. Decaying peg,
but good nut belays.

3. 40ft Climb diagonally rightwards across the upglabs to a stance on the opposite
aréte, 20 feet below the top. Superbly exposed.

4. 30ft. Move round onto a slab, then finish direct

30 Variety Performance VS 4c,4c,4b,5a,4¢c * 1972

280ft Start from a large platform, as for Amen Garn

1. 4ft" Bridge up the chimney (or climb the slaliie left which is better) until
above the small overhang, then move left to a ré8hfher down this and, whilst
dropping off the end, try to swing leftwards alahg horizontal crack leading to the
pedestal belay of Blanco Direct.

2. 70" Cross leftwards below the jutting flake ddfco Direct and step down. Using
a short curving crack, gain a prominent footholdtmaréte and, using poor
undercuts, change feet and totter across to a steap slab (junction with Direct
Route). This is climbed to a comfortable stance lzgldy below three split blocks, as
for Mottled Groove.

3. 50" Foot-traverse leftwards to reach Aluminadkrahen descend until a diagonal
traverse can be made to reach a small ledge oreWirall Right.

4.75" Follow a foot-traverse left until a hard reayp a diagonal fault can be made
to gain White Wall Left. Cross to Mercury Crackethcontinue under the triangular
overhang to a ledge on Birthday Layback.

5. 45" Layback the corner and traverse out riglat ledge, from where an easy
shallow crack leads to the top (pitch 2 of Birthdayback).



The next climbs are traditionally associated wiitis section of the quarry, despite
being in no-man's landRight of17 Year ltchis a wide gull{CENTRAL GULLY )
which can be used as a method of desgeatwinter route Forty yards farther right,
and high up, is an isolated buttress. When viewad the right-hand side, a corner
can be seen with a prominent joggled crack inafswall. Round the aréte, and 12
feet to its left, is a tongue of rock taken by:

31 Black Tongue VS 4b 1970
45' Climb the twin cracks, separated by a slimibjaitiar.

3la Menage a TroisVS 4c 1997

15m Left ofJoggled Crackis a prominent tower. Up the left edge of thia is
prominent corner. Climb parallel cracks on the lefll of the corner then continue
up the crack in the left wall to pull out left radithe aréte to finish.

Tony Howard, Di Taylor, Mick Shaw (1997)

31b  The Pillar E1 5b 1993
15m The thin crack up the narrow face leftlafggled Crack

Paul Braithwaite, Craig Hannah, (1993 Jun€")6

32 Joggled Crack VS 4c * 1956

45' Start 12 feet right of Black Tongue and climbvdl the wide, joggled crack

or holds on the right-hand wall until forced toneh the corner direct. This is followed
to a difficult (and joggled) exit.

32a The Jogger HVS 5b Date

15m The right wall of Joggled Crack. Climb the draising from the bottom right
corner of the wall then move left at the overlapeach a finger crack. Up this (or
easier, stride into Joggled Crack). Just belowtthizof the corner a long reach right
reaches a finger slot (Friend 1%2). Pull right aright again onto the aréte to finish

Tony Howard, Mick Shaw

32b Nomad’s Return VS 4c, 4a 4c Date

28m 10m right ofJoggled Crackis a twin cracked hanging corner with a cracked
left wall. Gain a belay ledge below this by trawvegsin from the right. Climb the left
aréte of the cracked wall.

Tony Howard, Mick Shaw (Date)

32c  Boffin Wall HVS 5a, 5b, 4c Date
24m The centre of the cracked wall (right of Nomad’slRe) finishing on the
hanging aréte on the right. (24m)

Mick Shaw, Tony Howard ( Date )

32d Rock of Ages HVS 5b, 4c,4c (Date)

19m 6m right of Boffin Wall is a clean Tower clgfta crack with a deep
overhanging V-gash on its right. The gash is 4hs Toute climbs the crack followed
by twin cracks then left up the wall to below tinalfhanging aréte of Boffin Wall up
which the route finishes.



Tony Howard, Mick Shaw ( Date )

32f  Evening Crack HVS 5b 1993

15m Climbs the obvious crackline splitting the pslhaped buttress just left of
Central Gully.

Paul Braithwaite / Craig Hannah, 1993 June 16

Fifty feet to the right, and at the lowest pointadarge broken mass, staf&b
Route, 140ft, HVD, (pre-1965)a poor wandering route with numerous possible
variations. Gaining a scruffy terrace at 110 fegthe crux.

Across to the right is the biggest gritstone quarnryhe world; also referred to as
'‘Death Quarry’, it is 'for big boys only' (quote!)Though why little boys and girls
should be so lucky seems most unfair.



THE MAIN QUARRY

Towards the left-hand end of the quarry (its lowssnt) is a 30-foot broken corner
beneath a huge tilted block, with a terrace ab@&ow, and 20 feet to the left of the
block, a bald undercut (and unclimbed) aréte hastractive 20-foot crack in its
right-hand side. Starting 12 feet left of the anéte

33 Left-hand Variant VS 4b,-,- 1972 ®

160'

1. 55" The left-hand crack gives initially cleamjaing before a scramble up to
THE TERRACE.

2. 20" Walk leftwards and belay 15 feet to the triglhan orange-coloured rock scar.
3. 85" A poor pitch. Climb up until it is possilite move right to a cracked groove in
the wall; this is climbed leftwards to a slopindde. Gain a second ledge and then
avoid an escape left by climbing the wide cracketach another ledge. Finish easily.

34 Epitaph Corner VS 4b,4c,- * 1959

150

1. 65" As for Left-hand Variant, then belay 10 fabbve THE TERRACE on ledges
formed by some large blocks.

2. 60" Immediately above is a corner with paradtelcks in its left wall. Climb the
corner direct.

3. 25" Easy ledges lead to the top.

34a  Oldham WakesE1l 5b * 1992

18m The thin crackline in the right hand aréte pit&ph Corner, starting from The
Terrace. Climb the right hand of two corners, awtidua start. Continue up the
broken aréte before moving leftwards to gain a tnackline. Climb this with tricky
final moves.

Paul Braithwaite, Dave Crilly ( Z1June 1992 )

34b  Gracie Fields HVS 5a 1993
15m Takes the thin crackline just right of the stdiOldham Wakes Thereatfter,
move right onto the nose of rock just lefelu-te. Delicate moves to finish.

Craig Hannah, Paul Braithwaite (16th June 1993)

35 Waterfall Direct HS 4b,-,- * 1958

150" Start 7 feet to the left of the aréte at &lcwaith an old peg 10 feet up in its
left wall.

1. 60" Climb the well-scratched crack and ridgé#E TERRACE and then belay
on the blocky ledges (As for Epitaph Corner).

2. 70" Climb easily rightwards to a vague chimn@&ATERFALL CHIMNEY )

that narrows into a clean-cut shallow V-shaped geo&ollow these direct to reach a
small platform,

3.20" Climb the short wall to the top.

Three feet to the right of the aréte is the atirgethin crack. This provides the main
difficulties for a hard, if disjointed, route:



36 Tightwalk E2 6a,5a * 1975

145'

1. 65" Follow the crack with increasing difficulty a ledge at 25 feet. Climb the rib
on the left (as for Waterfall Direct) to THE TERREGNd belay 10 feet higher, as
for Epitaph Corner.

Finish here, or jeopardise the star-rating by coming.

2. 80" From the left-hand end of the ledges, clihochimney/crack then move up
to a position below a short and steep curving cr&gkarm up this to an ungainly
landing on a slab. The slab can also be gaineddwng right from the base of the
steep crack; ascend to an overhang, then go bfialaids to attain the slab. Upon
joining Left-hand Variant, finish as for that route

37 Parallel Cracks HS -,4b,- * pre-1965

150" Start 8 feet right of the aréte (and 5 feegheoright of Tightwalk) at thin
cracks.

1. 60" Climb directly up the thin cracks to gailedge at 20 feet, then move left and
follow the rib to a belay on ledges 10 feet abotHETTERRACE. The thin cracks
above and slightly right of the ledge at 20 feetstituteThe Parallelogram Start,
HVS b5a, (1987).

2. 70" From the ledge, hand-jam up either of the dvacks on the left. Move
rightwards into Epitaph Corner and climb this uittis possible to make a short
traverse left to reach two wide parallel cracke (tight-hand one contains a jammed
block). These are climbed in tandem, with a triokyve to stand on the projecting
block.

3. 20" Easy rocks are taken to finish.

38 A-lu-te S *** 1959

160

1. 60" As for Parallel Cracks pitch 1.

2.80" Above the terrace is the obvious line oft&gh Corner and 15 feet to the right
is the V-shaped groove of Waterfall Direct. Betw#estwo, however, is a shallow,
bottomless, 30-foot corner. Move up right to a posibelow the corner, and then
follow it direct (the initial section can be avodiby the exposed aréte on the left).
3.20' Easy ledges lead to the top.

Starting 20 feet to the right of the bald arétdplea large tilted block, is the original
route of the quarry:

39 The Waterfall Climb VD *** pre-1924

150°

1. 50" Ascend the broken corner to the block wisghassed on the right. Belay on a
large, flat-topped spike embedded in THE TERRACE.

2. 30" Climb up onto the blocky ledges, the corginghtwards to a smaller ledge
below the V-shaped groove of Waterfall Direct.

3.50" The chimney is used to reach the secondmttacklines on the right-hand
wall; this leads to a platform. The right-hand l@wer) of the two cracklines can also
be climbed at HVD; cleaner and better.

4.20" The short cracked wall above provides a&liino this classic climb.

Starting 5 feet to the right of The Waterfall Clirba short crack is:

40 Feb. VS 4b,4c,5a 1960
165’



1. 50" Take the awkward crack and broken ledgesach THE TERRACE. Belay
directly below the chimney and V-shaped groove ait&fall Direct.

2. 95" Below, and slightly to the right of the clmey, is another groove which is
slightly undercut and has cracks in the back. Clihébgroove, step left, go up, then
move awkwardly back right past an evil-looking sptk reach a small ledge. Follow
the deep, rightward-curving crack to a slab, whsctlimbed to a belay below a
corner crack.

3.20" Climb the wide corner-crack above; shortdxacting.

The following four climbed are described as stagtirom the right-hand side GHE
TERRACEAat 40 feet. This can be easily gained by the ledgyjust right of both
Feb.andThe Waterfall Climb.

41 Sideshow E1 5b,5b 1972

1. 90ft Climb easily up overgrown ledges until achanove up thin twin cracks on
the left leads to undercuts on a fang of rock. Miefi then climb up to a slab and
belay at Feb.'s second stance.

2. 30ft In the centre of the vertical right wallasvide but narrowing, rightward-
slanting crack. Follow this to the top; a 'hiddemger jam aids the tricky finish.

42 Brass Monkey HVS -,5a  * 1961

Though strenuous, a good exposed route.

1. 40ft Climb overgrown ledges in the left sidelled recess (as for Sideshow), to
belay on top of the grassy ledges.

2. 90ft Climb the left-hand of two short groovesthaa difficult move to reach good
holds on top of a large flake, then step up orgtoping ledge. Move up, then left, to
gain a wide crack which is bridged and jammed &zhethe square-cut roof. Here, a
difficult move gains good holds on a block; layba&glstand on this. From this
isolated position, good holds lead with reduceéidalifty to the top.

43 Garn E1-,5b1962

1. 40ft As for Brass Monkey pitch 1.

2. 90ft Continue as for Brass Monkey to the slopgetpe but, instead of moving left,
climb directly up the roofed-in corner until harewes rightwards (at either of two
levels) allow the crack of Pinnacle Gully to beateed (just where that route traverses
right). Instead of following suite, continue dirlgctip the cracks, past a small
overhang. The good finish adds spice to an otherpa®r climb.

44 Pinnacle Gully VS -,4c,- ca 1950

1. 30ft Grovel up grass in the right-hand sideheftecess, then move diagonally
rightwards to belay on a grassy (and well disgujsedge below a vertical crackline.
Alternatively (and harder, 4b), take a loose chiyntien move leftwards to gain the
stance; this is the original, if illogical, firsitph of Garn.

2. 65ft Ascend to a small ledge on the aréte (peot the minute, so called
‘pinnacle’), then take the fierce twin cracks anl#it, passing an awkward section to
reach and overhang. Swing right on a big flake @ultup into a ledge. Cross
rightwards to belay at the junction with Mike's Nelar.

3. 45" Climb the groove, then crack, to the topféadike's Meander).

44a King Bill E2 5b ** 1992
40m Climbs the aréte between Pinnacle Gully andgapoochi.



1. 27m. Start as for Gangapoochi. Climb the oveghbay and steep crackline on to
the aréte, then reach a resting place. Continu¢haeparéte, then traverse leftwards at
the overhangs before moving up and to the riglgaio a good stance.

2. 13m. Move up to the shallow scoop on the expaxsdd. Delicate moves then lead
to good holds, runner. Continue up and leftward8rish

Paul Braithwaite, Dave Crilly (26th June 1992)
Next on the right, up a series of intimidating gres, is a splendid route:

45 Gangapoochi E1 4c¢,5b,4b ** 1960s/1971

Probably the best route of its grade in the quarribut with one very hard move.
Start directly below a long, square-cut groove eapipy an overhang.

1. 25ft A short hanging corner leads, with a magétr to a position below the main
groove.

2. 70ft Climb the groove to a bridging positiondelthe roof. Using a large sloping
hold and a poor hand jam, move rightwards (poorrpager, crux) round the aréte,
then pull up to gain a large flake. Move right tuaction with Mike's Meander.
Belay.

3. 40ft Immediately behind (and the left of MikMgander pitch 3), a wide crack
curves up to an overhang at the very top of thergjuAscend to the overhang and
move right using a good hidden hold, then finistect.

Parallel, and to the right of pitch 2 of Gangapogdhk an impressive (and similar)
corner/groove, this being the major feature of:

46 Mike's Meander VS 4b,4b,- ** ca 1950

A strong 'natural’ line and a good introductiortte cliff.

1. 50ft Start below and slightly to the right oétimain groove line. Climb an
awkward corner and belay on a ledge on the left.

2. 70ft Climb the groove by bridging and jammipgst a small ledge to a 'sloping
crack' which leads to a large belay shelf.

3. 45ft Climb up and rightwards to a groove (awkivir enter) and wide crack which
are taken to the top.

a7 Gail's Progress HVS 4c,5a,5a * 1968/1969

A good exposed route which takes the aréte andtavéttle right of Mike's Meander.

1. 50ft Climb Mike's Meander for 10 feet, then mawekwardly rightwards to follow

a slanting groove. This leads, after turf-manoesie the left-hand end of a long and
narrow, grassy ledge.

2. 65ft Climb a short wide crack to gain the adtehe left which is followed, in fine
position, past a scoop to reach a large shelf.\Betae at a ring-peg, or better, 10 feet
to the left on Mike's Meander.

3. 50ft The wall left of the aréte is taking vialeort curving groove past a small
overlap to finish up a precarious-looking flake.

To the right, the base of the crag levels out alpove is the large unmistakable
corner oflnitiation Groove Its left-hand wall is separated into two tiersdy
GRASSY TERRACE (at about 40 feet), above which is a big clean widltliled this
thin, vertical cracklines. Taking a line up thetlb&ind side of this cracked wall is:

48 Jericho Wall VS 4b,4c ** 1958
An excellent route, whose superb second pitchss dlenbed in one run-out.



1. 50ft On the lower tier are three rightward-ska{though ill-defined) cracklines.
Climb the left-hand one to reach the terrace.

2.110ftLedges lead up right to a 'sentry-box'. Step rititen trend slightly leftwards
up cracks to a sloping ledge just left of the a(ptessible belay). Climb the groove on
the right which slants up the wall (here the oragjiclimb traversed right), until a
series of finger-cracks in the right-hand sidehef &réte can be followed to the final
moves and the crux. Delightfully-exposed climbing.

Just to the left of the start déricho Wallis a overlap with a crack splitting it, right of
centre. This is 15 feet up and on the right-hacle sif a vague aréte/rib:

49 Plumb-line HVS 5a,5a * 1972

1. 50ft Climb the steep crack, passing the ovestapand jams to reach the terrace.
Move rightwards to a belay 20 feet left of Init@iiGroove's dominant corner.

2. 110ftClimb thin parallel cracks, stepping right belowraall overhang. Continue
direct to finish up an innocent-looking shallow gve (crux).

50 Initiation Groove E1 4b,5a ca 1950

The large open corner is a magnificent line...dopbor climb. People are asked to
leave the grass sodssitu (for the benefit of Winter climbers).

1. 50ft Climb an introductory corner, then movewetrds along GRASSY
TERRACE.

2.115ftThe main corner is taken past a pair of poor pegers on the right wall and
a small ledge. Continue more easily in the saneethrthe top.

51 The Whipper-in HVS 4b,5a, 4c,- 1969

1. 40ft Fifteen feet right of 'Initiation’, the rtecorner is bridged to reach a ledge.
2. 80ft Climb up to the scooped groove and folloVeftwards, moving out round its
left edge to a pedestal. Continue up cracks, ttearetse rightwards to belay in the
cave of The Silver.

3. 50ft Twelve feet right of Initiation Groove'spgr section, climb the huge
detached-looking flake. Continue up cracks, keepisgright of 'Initiation’.

4. 15ft Climb the short slab on the right to a ol&aish.

52 The Silver HVS 4b,5b,5a,4b 1960/1971/1987

1. 40ft As for The Whipper-in pitch 1.

2. 75ft Climb up and leftwards into a scooped geo(as for The Whipper-in pitch 2),
then stride right to hollow-sounding blocks andingt wooden wedges at the base of
a vertical crackline. Climb this, with increasindfidulty, to belay in a shallow cave.
3. 30ft Exit right, then move up with difficulty tgain a slab which is crossed
rightwards to a junction with Brown Route., or thall just to its left, to reach the
top.

53 Too Tall For Dwarfs E2 4b,5b,4b 1977

A minor variation on The Silver, though hard far grade.

1. 40ft The Whipper-in pitch 1.

2. 100ft Climb The Silver until, 10 feet up the tveal crackline, it is possible
to cross rightwards to the aréte. Climb this, wdifficulty and poor protection but in a
fine position, to a slab (junction with The Silyatch 3) which is crossed rightwards
to belay.

3. 40ft Finish as for pitch 3 of Brown Route.

53a  SolsticeE2 5b ** 1992



40m  The overhangs and aréte to the right of Whéb.&limb up to the overhang
on White Slab and move round this on the left. Mmtd to gain a steep crack and
follow this to reach the overhangs. Move througésthon good though well-spaced
holds and climb leftwards past a large block. Mbeaek rightwards to the aréte and
finish up this with difficulty. Friends O to 3 auseful

Paul Braithwaite, Dave Crilly (ZLJune 1992)

The big corner/groove to the right has an indeérstart, then becomes more obvious
above halfway:

54 Brown Route VS 4b,4c,4b 1948

1. 45ft Ten feet right of The Whipper-in, climb tberner and grass to a belay below
the main groove.

2. 70ft Jam, layback and bridge the dirty cornenetich the second of two large
ledges.

3. 40ft Take the final chimney/groove, moving stigheft or rightwards to finish.

55 Quarrymaster E2 5a,5c,4b ** 1972/1982

1. 45ft Starting 5 feet to the right of Brown Rgutkmb the shallow corner then
belay as for that route.

2. 80ft An excellent sustained pitch with good potion. Climb leftwards, via a thin
crack, to a vague niche on the left-hand side efiti@te. The thin crack on the right,
with a peg runner at its base, is taken (crux)l antnove right heads into the main
(continuation) crackline that is followed to aneasgled slab. Move rightwards and
belay as for Brown Route.

3. 40ft Climb the groove/chimney above (pitch Bodwn Route).

The right-hand wall of Brown Route contains twowing grooves, one above the
other:

56 Flutterbye Grooves E1 -,4c,5a,5b * 1962

A fine climb, with difficulties escalating to a struous finale.

1. 35ft Start 30 feet to the right of Brown Rou@imb up, then scramble leftwards to
belay as for that route. Alternatively, follow gitdé of Brown Route.

2. 55ft Move up and rightwards to an overhang, timake an awkward high step up
and right to reach the first groove which twistsvitay up to a slab. At its top, deviate
left, or better, to the right, then move up to &apdedge. Variation: The belay can
also be gained via a leftward traverse from thst 8tance of White Slab.

3. 40ft The second of the two curving groovesiimbed with a hard move to gain a
hand-jamming crack. Pass an overhang to the khefty move up and right to belay on
a small ledge, as for White Slab.

4. 30ft Finish up the centre of the cracked hangiali starting with a hard move up
from the belay to gain the leftward-leaning cradkhwpeapod. This gives superb,
exposed but well-protected hand-jamming. Alterredfivand much easier, take the
original finish which moves left to join and finists for Brown Route pitch 3.

To the right, a large section of the cliff has Hppearance of a huge 'wedge'. Its left
edge forms a big white slab cut by a leftward-stangroove:

57 White Slab HVS -,5b,5a ** ca 1950
1. 60ft Scramble up on the right, or take a moredfientry up a short mean crack
(5a), to a slabby alcove below and right of thetevklab.



2. 80ft Move up and slightly rightwards to an ogsige overhang. Undercut
leftwards on jams to gain the long, leaning groatéch leads, past a small overhang
to a ledge on the left. A sustained and rewarditanpThe inferior original way (5a)
moved leftwards from the stance, then awkwardlkbaght, so avoiding the main
challenge.

3. 30ft Above the belay are two parallel cracklinésmb the left-hand one until the
other looks easier! Finish quickly on large holds.

Immediately above the right-hand start to WhitebS&the previously mentioned
'wedge'-like feature; a huge, wide, overgrown, Bysd scoop extending to the top of
the cliff. The Trollenberg Terror, Clag, Jenny Wren and Cagaalbutilised rock that
once filled the scoop. After the Winter of 1979,earormous rock-fall (reconstructed
on the diagram) converted these, and two othenqusly unrecorded climbs, into
fresh-looking boulders which now agitate visitarinervous upward glances... such
is the power of frost and gravityrollenburged, 170ft, Grade 1V, (1980), now takes
this scoop; highly recommended to winter climberd athers used to taking such
risks.

To the right again, is a large prow in the uppetflat the quarry. Climbing its left-
hand side by a wide overhanging crack is:

58 Comeback HVS -,5a 1970 +
1. 80ft Vegetated ground leads to the base ofrekc

2. 60ft The crack is taken on good jams, passidgtached flake, till a move left can
be made to finish.

At the base of the cliff, and to the right, is enjaing crack:

59 Loose Leaf VS 4c,4b,4b 1969

1. 40ft The crack is hard to start, and to leaaad to find!

2. 40ft Climb cracks to an overhang and exit riginen move up and go back
leftwards to reach a large grassy ledge.

3. 40ft Take the left edge of a huge detached flakeose finishing blocks. Belay
well back.

60 Jackie HVS 5a 1977 +
120ft The shallow curving groove just to the righthe direct start to Loose Leaf is
followed by a cracked wall and aréte on which passible to belay.

Right again is the obvious line ditan's Groovewhich has been formed by an
enormous fallen pillar. From its base start thdduling five routes:

61 Unicorn Direct HVS 5a,4b ** 1962

The best route of its standard in this quarry.t&deet to the left of Titan's Groove
where a steep and narrow corner-crack curves apaof.

1. 60ft Climb the crack to the rood. Step rightootite wall, move up for 8 feet, then,
using small footholds above the overhang, makécditffcommitting moved back left
to gain the grooved aréte. This leads to a ledgebaiay.

2. 40ft Step right onto the aréte. Follow this &noken rocks to reach the top.

62 Little Unicorn HVS 5a,4b * 1960s/late-1960s



1. 70ft Climb Titan's Groove for 20 feet, from wlex crack in its left wall leads to a
small overhang. Climb leftwards to the exposed agenve in the aréte. Continue to
a small ledge.

2. 40ft As for Unicorn Direct pitch 2.

63 Tower of Babel VS 4c ** 1960

Climb Titan's Groove until the cracked left walhdae gained. This is climbed direct,
via a small niche and an obvious straight craclkctvigives joyous hand-jamming, to
a move left at the top to join the aréte of Unicdmrect. Finish as for that route. The
(inferior) original route gained the aréte, and ddmn Direct, at mid-height.

63a Titan’'s Wall E15b 1993 ®

25m  Start as forower of Babelbut continue up and rightwards to a thin crack.
Move rightwards again with difficult moves givingaess to good finishing holds.
(This route may have been affected by rock fall)

Paul Braithwaite, Craig Hannah {18une 1993 )

The majority of these next three routes have falleown during successive rock-
falls in the 90s and 00s, the latest in Feb 2010.

64 Titan's Groove VS 4b,4c 1948 o

1. 50ft Climb the groove to belay below the togha pillar.

2. 50ft Tackle the huge, doubtful blocks, thendimup the steep crack; the right hand
of two corners.

Thirty feet right, around the aréte from Titan'o®re and at a higher level, is a
broken chimney choked with blocks:

65 Swinging Chimney VS -,4¢c 1961 o

1. 35ft Climb the rubble-filled chimney beneath thaning pillar, emerging to belay
as for Titan's Groove.

2. 50ft Finish up the right-hand of two short cams for Titan's Groove).

66 Birch Wall E4 6a late-1960s ®

80' Start 5 feet to the right of Swinging Chimnbglow a shallow groove, which
starts at mid-height. A loose and poorly-prote@8deet of climbing leads to better
holds. Continue until it is possible to step leftmthe top of the huge fallen pillar.
Psyche up and move out for the slim groove onitite.rA hard move involving a
pinch-grip on the right aréte will leave one musomgthe 'Bancroft grading system'...
originally HVS!

The short leaning corner 10 feet to the right is:

67 Funny Move Groove E1 5a1969

80ft An exposed and poorly protected route. Clilmb d¢orner/crack for 25 feet to a
small ledge (possible belay). Move left onto a dukiflake, then trend up right via a
hanging groove and a shelf until an obvious leftimaaverse leads into the corner.
This is followed more easily to reach the top.



The quarry now becomes a series of grooves whielnareasingly well-defined the
farther right one goes, as are the arétes whictasge them. The first groove is the
most vague.

68 Small Groove VS 4b pre-1958

75ft  Worthwhile, though not too well protected. ISteD feet to the right of Birch
Wall and just to the right of Funny Move Groove.itGihe groove by a series of
awkward ledges and continue by sustained laybaaking shallow chimney/groove.

To the right is a similar groove. Starting justite left is:

69 Chlorophyll HVS 5b,5a ca 1970

1. 45ft A series of blocks leads to a ledge orritjiet. From here, move leftwards to
belay on a ledge.

2. 30ft Just to the right of Small Groove's uppsation, start a crackline via a high
step then continue, surmounting the bulge on gaddishto a blocky finish.

70 Heather Groove HVD * pre-1958
75ft  The obvious blocky-looking groove just to tight of Chlorophyll has its
crux at mid-height through it reserves some ernitertant for the top.

Right again is a well-defined groove. The aréte Hredwall to its left are taken by:

71 Salamanca HVS 5a

60ft  The thin crack on the right-hand side of thet@leads to small ledges on the
left. Climb the aréte until it is possible to mak&orrying move right on an obvious,
but worrying, flake-handhold. Avoid The Butchermaach as possible by the use of a
vertical crack which can be followed to the top.

Just to the right is a large boulder embedded imdyaground. Directly above is a
groove with a small overhang at one-third heighte Theat of this is (inevitably!)
taken by:

72 The Butcher S 4b *1959
50ft The prominent unstable-looking groove is cledldirect. Better than it looks,
though the blocks should be treated with cautiora(toid the chop?).

73 The Butcher's Apron HVS 5a 1969

50ft  Start 5 feet right of The Butcher at a thiaak on the left-hand side of the
curving aréte. Climb the crack, moving left belowdrheight to pull over a small
bulge. Continue up cracks and move round rightweaiitis difficulty, using a good
handhold on the aréte, to finish as for the neutao

The prominent curving aréte 10 feet to the righTloé Butcheis:

74 Hey! Jeannie E1 5b ** 1972

50ft  An attractive and shapely buttress climb. Difft layback moves up the right-
hand side of the aréte lead to a small bulge. Suntnibiis on the left, then move p
right to finish via thin finger-cracks (crux) anetslab above.

75 The Baker VS 5a 1959
45ft  The groove 12 feet to the right of Hey! Jearnirns stale at mid-height.



76 The Candlestick-maker VS 4c 1959
40ft  The vertical flake/crack 5 feet to the righifithe Baker; nothing to wax lyrical
about.

77 Slanting Crack HVS 4c  ca 1970

40ft  The rightward-leaning crack in the wall to tight of The Candlestick-maker
is followed to a ledge. The original top sectiopagrs to have fallen down, so move
right and then go back left to a choosy finish.

There are two girdles of The Main Quarry. Not oatg they long and arduous
expeditions (on one Joe Brown took 4 ¥z hours ferfitst ascent), but they also pass
through what is now considered to be seriouslyabistterrain. The two routes are
described here even through they have rarely bmated in full since the 1978-79
rock-fall; their left-hand sections are howevell storthwhile.

78 Elastic HomageE?2 4b,4c,5b,5b,4b,5a,4c,4c,4c,- 1969/pre-19767/198
615ft The character-building left-to-right girdi&.real adventure. Pitches 3 and 8,
in particular, will be found to be high in theiragtes.

1. 65ft Take pitch 1 of Epitaph Corner.

2. 80ft Climb pitch 2 of Epitaph Corner until mowaght, then up, gain the
bottomless corner of A-lu-te. Using good foothatggng round into a V-shaped
groove (WATERFALL CHIMNEY). Descend for 6 feet, thenove right to join Feb.
at a dubious-looking spike. Follow the deep, rigintivcurving crack to a clean shelf
(as for Feb.). Care is needed to avoid rope-drag.

3. 70ft Climb back down for 15 feet. Move right tw@la small roof, taking care with
a loose block, then go up and step across to dpéngj ledge (junction with Bras
Monkey). Using a thin horizontal crack at waistgigj make a committing traverse
rightwards for 12 feet, passing below a small ogath(paired peg runneis, situ) to
gain Pinnacle Gully. Descend this for 10 feet, theve diagonally right to belay on
top of the so called ‘pinnacle’. Protect the setond

4. 50ft The second pitch of Gangapoochi is gainedrbawkward bridging move and
then followed to a belay on Mike's Meander.

5. 85ft Continue easily to the aréte then, wittiteelmore difficulty, cross Jericho
Wall and Plumb-line by a slightly descending traeeon good footholds to reach the
huge corner of 'Initiation’. Traverse rightwards (lary of the man-eating block) to
the cave belay of The Silver.

6. 60ft Exit rightwards to gain the exposed arteve right into the crackline of
Quarrymaster which is descended awkwardly. CrossvBrRoute to belay below
pitch 3 of Flutterbye Grooves.

7. 45ft Move up and then right to join the crack/iiite Slab, then move across a
narrow foot ledge on the undercut slab to an owsvgrarea of rock. Descend to
belay on a flat-topped spike. Alternatively, sthit pitch by descending rightwards
before moving across to join White Slab.

8. 60ft Move awkwardly rightwards across a smalbdb a 'scooped’ foothold. Climb
farther right and slither down to a lower grassyaee, then cross to a comfortable
stance (junction with Loose Leaf) and good nut y®lan ledges formed by embedded
flakes.

9. 60ft Step down and move right to gain the groomete of Unicorn Direct via a
blind swing on a high jug. At the same level, moghatwards around the aréte using
finger holds in a thin horizontal break, then maoyeto gain good hand jams on
Tower of Babel. Traverse delicately rightwards aethy in Titan's Groove.

10. 40ft Descend Swinging Chimney to reaetna firma.



The route can however be extended for a furtherf@®0 though first one must
ascendSmall Grooveto mid-height. Anyone capable of getting thisvalt have
gained the necessary pioneering instinct to rddehBaker which provides the finish
and the main technical difficulties. The logicahoecting pitch, from the top of the
pillar on Titan's Groove to Small Groove, has bakered by a rock-fall; it remains to
be seen whether or not this section can be re-elimbhe first free ascensionists
declined, having already used up eight of theienives on the earlier pitches!

79 The Dovestones Quarry Girdle TraverseE1 5b 1951

500ft Only for the serious(ly insane) climber. Th@es from right to left starting up
Titan's Groove, then reverseBlastic Homageto reach a stance on pitch 2White
Slab. Climb White slab to its second belay then tragéest intoBrown Route.

Cross a broad sloping ledge, then a loose wallstmal belay ledge imitiation
Groove. A reasonable pitch then crossesicho Wall at two-thirds height before
rounding the aréte to reach a small ledge belomallsoof. Descend slightly
leftwards to reacMike's Meander. Reversd?innacle Gully to join Garn for a few
feet, then traverse left (crux) and finish up tbener ofBrassMonkey.

The Double Girdle, E2 5b, (1969), followindglastic Homageto Titan's Groove and
then returning, alongihe Dovestones Quarry Girdle Traversehas provided over
1000 feet of death-defying entertainment.

THE LOWER RIGHT QUARRY

To the left of the main face is a broken mass ¢ which contains a projecting rib.
Zigzag, 115 ft, VD, (1957)takes a wandering line up this mass, passing themiits
right.

The next five excellent climbs are served by a mbatay stake high up on the slope
above the quarry top.

80 The Ace of SpadesVS 5a ** ca 1957

50ft  This is the fierce, leftward-slanting flakeack which bounds the main face on
the left; traditionally dealt with by layback. Exlemt, sustained climbing, and high in
its adjectival grade.

81 Tiny Tim VS 4c ** ca 1957
60ft  Start 15 feet to the right of Ace of Spadel#m® the slab until below a thin
vertical crack, then follow the line of leftwardasiting flakes to reach the top.

82 Bob Hope E4 6a *** pre-1965/1977/1978

55ft  The old aid-route Metamorphose, has beenfowamgd into a brilliant modern
test-piece requiring determination and endurantte.most 'American-style' finger
crack in the district. Climb the slab, as for Tifiyn, to the soaring crack in the
smooth vertical wall. This is followed on good ksc. 5.11b.

The corner to the right is climbed by:

83 Pedestal Corner MVS 4c¢ ** pre-1963

45ft  Take the crack up the left-hand side of thgdr' to reach the top of the
pedestal. Bridge up the corner, then move rigfinish up the exposed hanging wall
on good holds.



Twenty-five feet to the right, past a projecting and blank wall, is:

84 Five Day Chimney E2 5¢c ** pre-1965/1971/1977

50ft Hand-jam up the right-hand side of a juttingdl to get established in the
leftward-leading fault line. Continue by an unusc@nbination of bridging, jamming
and an unlikely foot-lock. Once above an old pagar, a juggy but doubtful-
looking block enables a swing right to be mademfrehere easier climbing leads to
the top.

85 Disappointment VD pre-1924

50ft  Start 15 feet to the right of Five Day Chimragyan easy-angled, leftward-
slanting groove (which has a gentle slab for itshhand edge). Follow the right-hand
side of the groove/slab for 30 feet, where the walthe left can be taken over easy
rocks to the top. A variation start can be madi¢oleft at the same grade via finger-
jams. Left again, a thin crackline offers a wortli@hif precarious, layback start at
E1l 5b.

86 Stumpy VD 1975 @

60ft  Fifteen feet to the right of Disappointmenti¥-shaped groove. From 10 feet
left of this groove, layback up to gain a slabntifi@low its left-hand side to a variety
of finishes, none of which are any good. Seeketh@bbscure can reach the same
point via a short wide crack from part way up thevmous route.

87 Stretcher HVS 5b 1975 @

40ft  Layback the wide V-shaped groove and makeng &nd difficult reach to
gain a sloping handhold on the left. Make a hardenap the groove using a poor
foot jam, then follow a slab and easy rocks to negae top.

Eight feet to the right is a groove fading into sriforock above:

88 The Tempest HS 1972 o

40ft  Climb the groove until forced onto a smoothbsivhich is followed leftwards
using undercuts to gain a spike. Finish up the easyer. Other starts are possible;
the groove 6 feet to the right or, illogically, tbeack with a jammed flake 3 feet right
again; both these variations are harder.

89 Laybacker MVS 4c 1975 o
30ft  Climb the easy-angled groove just to the rghtThe Tempest's right-hand
variation start. A small bulge, low down, is moesigy overcome by the tall.

To the right, at a lower level is:

90 Happy Wanderer S pre-1965 o

55ft  Scramble up unstable rocks to beneath a squdreverhang. Avoid this on
its left and finish awkwardly up the wide final cka

To the right is an overhang broken by a 'thin' ¢rac

91 Corking Crack E1 5b pre-1965 @



20ft  Climb

direct to the overhang which is takenitsythin crack.

92 Ender HS 1975 L
20ft  The wide crack round the aréte to the righ€ofking Crack.

DOVESTONES QUARRIES - LIST OF FIRST ASCENTS

Pre-1924

Pre-1924

1938 Feb.

1948 ca Aug.

1948 ca Aug.

ca 1950

1951

Pre-1956
1956 May
1956

1957 June
ca 1957

The Waterfall Climb George S. Bower
Described by Bower in the 1923 edition of Recentelpments on
Gritstone as being “20 fathoms in length” A direstart and finish
(both pre-1931) were written up by Herbert K.Haytla the 1936
Manchester University M.C. Journal.
Disappointment George S.Bower
Almost certainly what was once known as ‘The S&dEK'.
Flake Crack B.K.Barber, M.Burton
Not described in the current text as its whereabaué uncertain; the
route was described as being the flake at the marsouthern end’ of
the crag.
Titan’s Groove Wilf White, Joe Brown, Merrick (Slim) Sorrell
The original second pitch collapsed during May 19é8ving two
cracks. The left-hand one was climbed with two fartgid: 24 May
1969 John Lumb (‘It appears the quarry is in a véangerous state...
we were nearly caught later when part of Initiati@noove collapsed
on us’). This left-hand finish also fell down si#&fterwards.
Brown Route Joe Brown, Merrick Sorrell, Fred Ashton
‘On Dovestone Quarry Fred reached the end of hiseteand capacity
for uttering purple language. Slim and | were takimm up the route
called Brown Corner. Dusk was falling when we restthe top;
water was streaming down the rock, the cracks wiiked with mud
and the climb finished on a band of extremely |s¥isde. Fred was
terrified and spluttered that he would never climith me again.’

Joe BrownThe Hard Years1967.

However, once accustomed to the dangers of lige'Rbck and Ice’
men went on to Wimberry Rocks during the next wedkproduced
dramatic new routes, including The Trident and Blights Crack
(See, in particular, the first ascent details oe#die’s Finale).
Mike’s Meander, Initiation Groove, Pinnacle Gully, White Slab
Various Rock and Ice memberke alternative (5a) first pitch to White
Slab was added by Bruce Goodwin in 1968.

The Dovestones Quarry Girdle Traverse Joe Brown, J.R. (Nat)
Allen, Don Chapman

At the time, this was considered to be one of #tddst undertakings
on gritstone. The first half of the route now dédsed in the text is
radically different owing to a rock-fall in 1978-79.

Mercury Crack

Joggled Crack Graham West, Michael Roberts, Phil Sowerby
Birthday Layback Graham West, Phil Sowerby, Brian Dutton
Climbed on one of The Queen’s birthdays.

Zigzag Tony Howard

Ace of Spades Joe Brown

‘... known to the quarry clientele for some yeard@es's Layback'.



ca 1957
Pre-1958

Pre-1958

Tiny Tim Joe Brown

Small Groove, Heather Groove, Avalanche Route

The latter route in not described in the currentttas it changed
greatly after the rock-fall in the winter of 1963-6

Tottering Groove, Ultima Ratio, Black and White Traverse,
Blanco Direct, Finger Flake, Cave and Traverse Mottled Groove,
Alumina Crack, White Wall Right, White Wall Left, Scoop Route
Black Chimney Graham West, Michael Roberts, Ron Chambers

1958 July 19 Jericho Wall Keith Taylor, Peter Bamfield, Richard McHardy

1958 July 19 Waterfall Direct

1958 Sept.

A direct version, now the ‘normal’ pitch 2, was addApril 1960
Paul Seddon, Tony Howard

Dave Saunders, Alan Parker

The route had been climbed before, but only in@estsee The
Waterfall Climb.

The Teazer, Olly’s Option Alwyn Whitehead, Tony Howard

1959 June 20Epitaph Corner Alan Parker, Robert A.Brayshaw

First climbed direct (as described in the currestt): April 1960
Tony Howard

1959 June 20A-lu-te Peter Bamfield, Alan Ellison

1959 July

1959 Sept.
1959 Sept.
1959 Sept.

1960 April
1960 April

1960 May
1960 June
1960 June
1960 July
1961 Feb.

1961 June

1961 June

1961 SummeiThe Trollenburg Terror
1961 Sept.

Caramba Tony Howard, Alwyn Whitehead

Some of the route was destroyed by the rock-fptinted on 24 May
1979.

The Baker Tony Howard

The Butcher Alan Baker

The Candlestick-maker Brian Hodgkinson

Feb. Tony Howard, Brian Hodgkinson, Paul Seddon

Tower Of Babel Tony Howard, Brian Hodgkinson

A variation on the original first pitch is now tim®rmal route. This, the
‘direct finish’ indicated in the 1965 guidebook, epntinue direct
with pegs on shaky rock’ was climbed free by Bilk&dale, Brian
Toase: 29 April 1971

Little Unicorn Tony Howard, Brian Woodg1 peg for aid)
Climbed free: late-1960s.

Gatepost Crack John Hadfield, Ron Hugh€Al S). Climbed free:
27 July 1967.

The Silver Graham West, Stan Wr@¢A1 VS). Aid reduced to one
point of tension: 3 June 1971. Climbed free: 18yM987.
Gangapoochi Tony Howard, Tony JoneAl VS)

Climbed free: 1971

Winter Wall Malc Baxter

Not described in the current text; it fell downli863/1964.

The Trollenberg Terror Tony Howard, Paul SedddAl VS)

The name comes from a 1958 X-certificate horron fit is debatable
which was more frightening. Climbed free: Summed11®lalc Baxter,
Jim Heys. ‘Jim dropped the peg hammer... we had amebAdrian
Garlick and Brian Roberts claimed the route on 2igyést 1970
unaware of a previous free ascent. Not in the qurtext. Destroyed
by a rock-fall in the Winter of 1978-79.

Swinging Chimney Malc Baxter, Michael Roberts

Much of the original route has fallen down.

Malc Baxter, Jim Hey§Free)

Funny Move Groove Malc Baxter, Tony Howardltered slightly by
a rock-fall.



1961.0ct.  Brass Monkey Tony Howard, Jeff Sykes

1962 July  Garn Tony Howard, Jeff Sykes

1962 Aug. Flutterbye Grooves Tony Jones, Jeff Sykes, Tony Howard
The alternative second pitch was climbed by Brucedwin in 1968,
and the now-usual direct finish (which the origit@hm head failed
on) was reported in August 1977 by Bob Whittaker @so by Mick
Shaw and Tony Howard on 23 July 1983.

1962 Oct.  Unicorn Direct Rusty Balillie, Tony Howard

Pre-1963 Pedestal Corner Graham West

1963 May Clag Tony Howard, Ernie Howard
Not described in the current text; destroyed bygtaat rock-fall after
the winter of 1978-79.

Pre-1964 Erosion Groove, Forget-me-not
Though Erosion Groove'’s first pitch (shared withr@aba) remained
intact, both these routes were greatly changedbyaock-fall of
winter 1963-64: Not described in the current text.

Pre-1965 Corking Crack, Rib Route, Parallel Cracks

Pre-1965 Five Day Chimney Two members of the Manchester Gritstone C.C.
Aid reduced to 1 peg: 20 April 1971. Climbed freayM 977.

Pre-1965 Happy Wanderer Tony Howard

Pre-1965 Metamorphose (Al)
Aid reduced to 1 nut: May 1977.

‘For the seeker of virgin rock there are still aMdéines that may be forced whilst
some of the latest Rimmon routes have still to llaee second ascents.’
Eric Byne, 1965.

1967 July 27 Gatepost Crack Jim Campbell, Adrian Garlick, Steve Tetlo{iree)

1968 March Gail's Progress Bruce Goodwin, Bill Birchall(2 Points of aid).
Climbed free 1969.

1968 Dec. Sandblaster Bruce Goodwin, Bill Birchall, Alastair BuchaivL) (1
rest peg).The ascent was spread over three daygebatSeptember
1967 and the end of 1968. Not described in theerurext. The
section from White Slab to Mike’s Meander was clithfree whereas
Elastic Homage went in the opposite direction asddiaid.

1969 July 3 White Wall Direct Peter Hayward, Eric K. Jessdfost of the route
had previously been climbed with aid: pre-1965

1969 Aug. The Butcher’'s Apron Bob Whittacker, Les HardmaFrhe bottom
section had been previously pegged: Pre-1965nd as ‘alts’
though only one pitch.

1969 Sept. Elastic Homage Bill Birch, Tony Howard(AL) (11/12 points of aid)
Climbed one three wet and windy afternoons. Aidiced to 1 peg
pre-1976. Climbed free 29 September 1987.

1969 Oct. 11 Double Girdle Tony Howard, Bill Birch
Some aid was used on what is the longest climheatea.

1969 Nov. 1 The Whipper-in  Tony Howard, Bill Birch(1 point of aid)
Some of this had been climbed before as Shake&ésotibed in the
current text): September 1967 Bob Whittaker, G8ofith

1969 Nov. 2 Loose Leaf Bill Birch, Tony Howard (AL)

1969 Gail's Progress Bruce Goodwin, Con Cowans (VL), Dave Cowans
(Free)

Late-1960s Birch Wall Bill Birch, Arthur Robinson



The route has probably since been altered by a-faltk
Late-1960s Little Unicorn (Free)
Traditionally climbed free at this time.
1970 May 22 Comeback Bill Birch, Paul Seddon
The route was climbed by Bob Whittaker ca 1974randrded as
Giant in his 1976 guidebook, unaware of a previasesent.
1970 June 7 Mindbender Bob Whittaker, Mick McKenna, Roger Treglown

1970 Chlorophyll  Bill Birch, Paul Seddon

1970 Black TongueBrian Toase, Richard Sawicki

1970 Played Out Con Carey, Brian Toase

1970 Black Cracks Brian Toase, Richard Sawicii peg for aid).

Contrary to other records, Con Carey was notlom first ascent.
Climbed free: pre-1976

1970 Direct Route Brian Toase, Richard Sawicki, Con Carey

1971 April 20Five Day Chimney Brian Toase, Bill Tweedalaid reduced to 1 peg.
Climbed free: May 1977.

1971 June 3 The Sliver Bill Tweedale, Brian Toaseié reduced to 1 point of aid
on pitch 3 (even though this pitch appeared torbe in the 1965
guidebook!). Climbed free: 18 May 1987.

1971 Gangapoochi Bob Whittaker, Gordon MasofFree)

1972 Feb. 13The Tempest Steve Bancroft, Paul Wood

1972 Aug. 12Hey! Jeannie Barry Rawlinson, Gerry Pe€The top section had
previously been pegged: pre-1965). Named after Raam’s jubilant
shout of success to his wife.

1972 Aug. 12Quarrymaster Bob Whittacker, Gill Peg|l peg and 1 nut for aid)
‘It'll never go free’. Aid reduced to 1 nut: ca 1@8Climbed free 21
July 1982.

1972 Aug. 19Salamanka Allan Wolfenden, Bob Whittacker

1972 Aug. 26Jenny Wren (not described in the current text; destroyed ley th
Winter 1978-79 rock-fallilsenesis(probably in the same vicinity,
same fate, same ‘not described in the curret teXllan Wolfenden,
Dave ‘Grizzly’ Johnson

1972 Aug. 27Plumb-line Allan Wolfenden, Peter Bull

1972 Sept. 2Dust i'go Dave Pilkington, Dave Johnson
Not described in the current text. Also known aal@mer.

1972 Oct.  Slanting Crack Allan Wolfenden, Alan Barnes
Previously recorded as The Slanter.

1972 17 Year Itch Bob Whittaker, Dave Pilkington
Steve Bancroft and John Tout claimed the samedmdyollpuddle
Martyr on 27 August 1972.

1972 Left-hand Variant Gordon Mason, John Eckersly

1972 Pipers, Tweedale, Right-hand Finish, SideshowBarry Rawlinson,
Gerry Peel

1972 Tweedledum Barry Rawlinson, Gerry Peél nut for aid)
Climbed free: 12 July 1982.

1972 Variety Performance Bob Whittaker, Dave Pilkington

This was and extended version of Traf: 7 June Baat® Whittaker,
Roger Treglown (VL), Mick McKenna

1972 Blanco Superdirect Allan Wolfenden (1 peg for aid)

1973 Oct.  Paper Tiger Bob Whittacker, Bob Brockwe(Not described in the
current text, though it appears to be exactly thes as Jackie, June
1977). The second was on a week’s holiday fronu®w (and ended
up in The Dovestones Quarries!)



1975 Feb. 9 Stumpy, Stretcher, Layback, Ender Bob Whittaker, Gordon Mason

1975 Feb. 9 Tightwalk (2 pegs for aid) Bob Whittaker, Gordon Mason
Climbed free: 1975.

1975 Tightwalk Bob Whittaker(Free)

Pre-1976 Amen Corner Bob Whittaker, Gill Peel
Pitch 1 was previously climbed with Gordon Masadme groove on the
final pitch had already been climbed with aid frpeygs: pre-1958

Pre-1976 Black Cracks (Free)

Pre-1976 Elastic Homage Bob WhittakerAid reduced to 1 peg.
Climbed free: 29 September 1987.

Pre-1976 Loose Leaf Direct Start

1977 May  Five Day Chimney Bob Whittaker, Ralph Pickerin@rree)

1977 May  Metamorphose Bob WhittakerAid reduced to 1 nuClimbed free
and renamed Bob Hope: 27 May 1978.

1977 June Jackie Bob Whittaker, Ralph Pickering

1977 Aug. Too Tall for Dwarfs Bob Whittaker, Ralph Pickering

1978 May 27 Bob Hope Steve Bancroft, Ernie Jon&se old aid climb,
Metamorphose, free-climbed and facetiously renamed.

ca 1980 Quarrymaster Ted Wells, lan Conwaxid reduced to 1 nut.
Climbed free: 21 July 1982.

1982 July 12 Tweedledum(Free)

1982 July 17 Black Wall Route Con Carey, Steve Donnelly

1982 July 21 Quarrymaster Chris Hardy, lan Car(Free)

1987 Jan. 31 The Parallelogram Start Malc Baxter, Chris Hardy

1987 May 18 The Sliver Chris Hardy, Carl Dawson
First continuous free ascent. Probably done by Bif@ase shortly
before his death in August 1972.It doesn’t moitgust vibrates a lot!’

1987 Sept. 2%EIlastic Homage Con Carey, Chris Hardy (AL, Free). This also
rids Double Girdle (11 October 1969) of its aidns.

New routes since the 1987 Guide

1989 June 13White Wall Super Direct RI Siddiqui, NI Siddiqui, J Siddiqui. Big
Sid, Little Sid and JaneThey also graded it 5.10a or Fr 6a — Never
that far away from controversy.

1989 June 13Age ConcernNadim Siddiqui, Rehan Siddiqui, Jayne SiddiquinDo
Campbell, Stuart Cripps, et al

1989 Scuttle Buttlin Kevin ThawAn early Thaw desperate.

1990 Jetlag Kevin Thaw, fresh from the granite slabs of theAUS

1991 May 06 Blanco Superdirect— Free, Arran Kirk, John Archibald

1992 July 28 Draft Bass Paul Braithwaite, Chris MylesAlways up for a swift-one
in the King 'Bill.

1995 June 26Uranus Crack, Craig Hannah, Janet Powell, Liam Corrigan

2007 Aug 1 White Rib lan Carr, Marcus BuckleyClimbed during guidebook
work at which time the other routes in the areaeveleaned-up.

2010 Feb Rock fall that wiped out the remains ¢&s Groove, a 1948 Rock &

Ice classic.



