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Who are the John Muir Trust?

The Trust aims to protect and enhance wild 
land and ensure that wild places are valued by 
all sectors of society:

1. By owning and managing wild land

2. By raising awareness of its value

3. Through advocacy for better protection ςWild 
Land Campaign



Why listen to us?

ωCoal face ςScotland, like Wales

ωLed environmental orgs at Beauly Denny 
400kV electricity transmission PL Inquiry 

ωTaken full part in (only) two major wind PLIs

ωHuge number of lessons learned

ωLandscape and visual ςbottom of 
constraints list?



Where is the wild land?

ωTop 10% in UK 
(blue) 

ωHow well protected 
is it?

(Wild Land Research Institute 
mapped for Trust)



Wild land faces major threats

SNH Natural Heritage Indicator

ñVisual influence of built 

development and land use changeò

Å the extent of Scotland unaffected by 

any form of visual influence declined 

from 41% in 2002 to 28% in 2009ò



Map gives tool for policy 

decisions

E.g. Beauly Denny pylon 
route ï

Å Tomich ïDundreggan (Glen 
Moriston)  

Å Corrieyairack Pass

Å FeagourïDalwhinnie

Å Drumochter Pass 

Å Tummel Bridge ïpast 
Schiehallion



Beauly Denny ïwhat is it?

ωLǘΩǎ ŀ пллƪ± ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ

ω220kms long through spine of Highlands

ω600 pylons

ωSome of pylons are 65m high 

ωAbout the height of the Scott Monument



Corrieyairack Pass
Beauly Denny transmission line route



Continued Threats

current issues include wind farms, 
power lines, other energy 
infrastructure and bulldozed tracks

άŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǿƛƴŘ ŦŀǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ 
concerned, strengthened 
electricity grid connections may 
in future years generate more 
interest in development in our 
remoter areas of wild land in 
the far north and west which 
have hitherto been less 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΦέ 
(Scottish Government response to John Muir Trust 
petition, Feb 2011)

less than 1/3rd of best wild land 
area is protectedfor landscape



Looking towards site of Muaitheabhal wind development 

(Eisgein, South Lewis)



Looking towards site of

Muaitheabhal wind development



Approved Muaitheabhal development (photomontage)

Public Local Inquiry into previous design, in National 

Scenic Area, found landscape and visual impacts 

unacceptable

Developer redesigned outside the NSA; no further 

public involvement

Is this the right development, in the right place?



Impacts on peat ïBraes of Doune


