British Mountaineering Council (BMC) – Accident Report

Supported by The Association Of British Climbing Walls (ABC)

Complete one form for each casualty in addition to your normal centre accident report. Unless otherwise stated select only the closest match in each category.

	Accident Date


	        /         /
	Accident Time
	       :
	No. Casualties
	


	Was the accident reported under RIDDOR?


	  Y / N
	Reference No.
	


	Was medical help advised or an ambulance called?


	  Y / N


	Was the injured party compliant with the centre’s conditions of use and the centre’s rules at the time of the accident?


	  Y / N




	What is the injured parties:       Gender?


	    Male    /    Female
	Age?
	


	What type of supervision was in place at the time of the accident?



	· Unsupervised

· Supervised by a responsible adult


	· Supervised by centre staff

· Supervised by a visiting group instructor




	How severe were the injuries?



	· Minor (eg.  scrapes and bruises)

· Pulls, strains and sprains

· Intermediate (eg. dislocation, minor fracture)

· Major (eg. compound fracture, back or head injury)

· Major and likely to result in permanent disability (eg. spinal or head injury)

· Fatal
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Categories indicated with        do not require information relating to the distance the injured party fell (next section).


	Fall to ground or matting
	Fall held by rope but resulting in impact with wall or other structure
	Fall resulting in collision with another person
	Hit by falling object
	Sports injury (eg. Dislocation, tendon or muscular injury whilst climbing)
	Slip (eg. Wet surface)
	Trip (eg. Temporary power leads or uneven surface)
	Burn (eg. From hot water)
	Occupational hazard (eg. Manual handling) 
	Electrocution
	Horse Play
	Fall from height (eg. Whilst at work or downstairs)

	Leading
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top rope / seconding
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Automatic belay
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bouldering
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Traversing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Abseiling
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ice climbing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other rope activity
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-climbing activity
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Staff whilst working
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	What was the distance the injured party fell?



	· < 0.5m

· 0.5-1m

· 1-2m


	· 2-3m

· 3-4m

· 4-5m
	· 6-9m

· 9-12m
	· 12-15m

· >15m


	Was the primary cause of accident related to:

	
· The Climber

· The Belayer

· Equipment failure or misuse


	
· Inadequate risk assessment

· Lack of appropriate training

· Lack of appropriate supervision

· Lack of information or hazard warning

· Failure to observe rules or hazard warnings where adequately communicated

· Inadequate personal protective equipment

· Inadequate system of work

· Structural or design failure

· Pre-existing medical condition

· Mishap



Select up to a maximum of 6 contributing factors where relevant.

	Select if ‘climber’ related


	Select if ‘belayer’ related

	Select if ‘Equipment failure or misuse’ related

	· Failed to buckle harness correctly.

· Harness incorrectly fitted.

· Used incorrect attachment point on harness.

· Used karabiner for attachment whilst lead climbing.

· Used incorrect knot.

· Failed to tie-in.

· Fell from below 1st quickdraw.

· Rope detached from quickdraw due to reverse clipping.

· Z-Clipping.

· Failed to clip all quickdraws.

· Overestimated ability.

· Fell with rope behind leg.

· Fell at point of clipping.

· Inverted during fall.

· Entangled with rope.

· Fell out of harness.

· Lacked adequate supervision.

· Communication error with belayer.
· Finger trapped in quickdraw / bolt / hold
· Bad landing

	· Failed to buckle harness correctly.

· Harness incorrectly fitted.

· Used incorrect attachment point on harness.

· Incorrectly connected to belay device.

· Misuse of belay device.

· Lost control while lowering climber.

· Lowered climber to quickly.

· Failed to hold fall.
· Excessive fall due to bad belaying.

· Too light to belay climber safely.

· Distracted.

· Novice belayer.

· Lacked adequate supervision.

· Lacked suitable backup.

· Communication error with climber.

· Item trapped in belay device (ie. hair or fingers)


	· Failure of in-situ equipment
· Failure of users own equipment
· Failure of equipment loaned or hired from the centre
· Failure of auto-belay equipment
· Failure of lower-off assembly
· Failure of quickdraw assembly
· Spinning hold
· Hold breaking



Note: Select one option for a climbing accident.





Note: Select one option for a non-climbing accident.
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