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News Release 
 
 

01 March 2010 
 
 

Wales recognises mountaineering as a national asset 
 
 
Key figures from mountaineering will join the Welsh Minister for Heritage and 
Assembly Members in Cardiff on Wednesday 3 March to recognise the successes of 
Welsh mountaineering and to highlight the economic and health benefits it brings to 
Wales. 
 
The reception for the British Mountaineering Council (BMC) will be hosted by John 
Griffiths AM at the National Assembly for Wales.  The event is the first of its kind for 
mountaineering and celebrates the opportunities the Welsh landscape provides for 
climbing, hill walking and mountaineering. 
 
Caradog Jones, who in 1995 became the first Welshman to reach the summit of 
Everest, will speak about the enjoyment of climbing and the economic opportunities 
for communities in climbing areas. 
 
BMC Chief Executive, Dave Turnbull said: “We are delighted to have this unique 
opportunity to place mountaineering on the political map in Wales.  The BMC does a 
lot of work in Wales to ensure people can access the superb mountain areas of 
Wales and to help protect them for future generations.” 
 
“Due to demand from our 4,500 members in Wales, the BMC has recently 
established a 3-year post based in Wales funded from our own reserves. We are 
looking to the authorities in Wales for support for this to continue.  We are keen to 
work closely with the Welsh Assembly Government to ensure people are able to use 
the mountains and coasts of Wales in a responsible way. ” 
 
John Griffiths AM said “I am very pleased to be hosting this event and to be 
welcoming the British Mountaineering Council and its guests to the National 
Assembly for Wales for the first event of its kind to be held here. 
 
“Wales has some of the best locations for mountaineering and rock climbing in the 
world.  From the sea cliffs of Pembrokeshire in West Wales to classic rock climbs in 
the Llanberis pass via the chalk marks on iconic routes pioneered by legendary 
climbers like Joe Brown and Don Whillans on one of the world’s greatest mountain 
crags, Clogwyn Du’r Arddu on the flanks of Snowdon.” 
 
“As an active hill walker I am fully aware of the great health benefits getting out into 
the Welsh mountains can bring - be it a gentle stroll up the diminutive Sugar Loaf in 
Abergavenny, or a more adventurous hike to Pumlumon in the solitude of mid Wales, 
to a demanding scramble in the rugged splendour of the Glyders.” 
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“I look forward to celebrating our rich mountain history at this event.” 
 
 
Wales has a wealth of opportunity for mountaineering and rock climbing.  The recent 
winter weather has seen hundreds of people enjoying the best winter mountaineering 
conditions that Wales has seen in years, which has been a real boost for the 
economy of Snowdonia. 
 
In 2009, Mountain Rescue dealt with a record number of incidents in Wales. This was 
partially as a result of more people holidaying closer to home and exploring the 
Welsh countryside. The BMC wish to increase awareness of the need for visitors to 
the hills to be fully aware and properly prepared when participating in mountain 
activities – balancing enjoyment with personal responsibility. 
 
There are over 100 climbing sites along the Welsh coast, which carry between them 
some 8,000 rock climbing routes.  The BMC works closely with landowners and 
conservation organisations to manage access to these sites to bring benefits for both 
conservation and recreation – allowing the public to enjoy their sport whilst at the same 
time protecting key wildlife species. 
 
As a key priority for increasing public access, the BMC will be urging the Welsh 
Assembly Government (WAG) to pursue the framework powers outlined in the 
Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009.  Currently, the WAG is committed to creating an 
All Wales Coastal Path but there is no indication of when a wider, area based approach 
to open air recreation might be adopted (as set out in Clause 310 of the Act). Evidence 
suggests the vast majority visitors to the coast are in search of a full coastal 
experience, therefore the notion of the All Wales Coastal Path could be enhanced by 
ensuring that a legal right of access to relevant land around the path, for the purpose 
of open air recreation is also implemented. 
 
The event in Cardiff on 3 March will highlight these issues further at the same time as 
celebrating the Welsh mountaineering. 
 

-Ends- 
 
Notes to editors 

• For further information please contact Tina Gardner (Press & PR Officer) on 0161 
438 3337 / 07733 227896 or email tina@thebmc.co.uk or Elfyn Jones (BMC Access 
Officer for Wales) on 01690 720124 / elfyn@thebmc.co.uk  
 

• Interviews are available in Welsh or English language with Elfyn Jones, BMC Access 
& Conservation Officer. 
 

• Photographs illustrating climbing, hill walking and mountaineering opportunities in 
Wales are available at www.thebmc.co.uk/media  

 
• Reception: The event will take place at Ty Hywel, The National Assembly for Wales, 

Cardiff at 12.30 on Wednesday 3 March 2010. Among those attending are Assembly 
Members, senior figures from the mountaineering world, key partner organisations, 
BMC volunteers, prominent climbers and mountaineers, and leading grassroots 
activists in rock climbing, hill walking and mountaineering. 

 
• The British Mountaineering Council (BMC) is the national representative body for 

climbers, hill walkers and mountaineers in England and Wales and is recognised as 
such by government.  The BMC is committed to promoting the interests of climbers, hill 
walkers and mountaineers and good practice in all activities related to these pursuits.   
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• Caradog "Crag" Jones (born 1962) is a noted Welsh climber. Whilst he has 
achieved a number of firsts on peaks around the world, he is most well-known for 
being the first Welshman to reach the summit of Mount Everest, a feat he achieved 
on 23 May 1995, at the age of 33. Jones was born and bred in Pontrhydfendigaid, 
near Tregaron, Ceredigion. As a boy he was inspired by the exploits of the early 
Everest pioneers, whom he read about because they undertook much of their pre-
expedition training in Snowdonia. 

 
 

Further background information for media use 
 
The BMC’s work in Wales 
 

• BMC has over 70,000 members, with over 4,500 resident in Wales. In 2009 the BMC 
employed its first ever Welsh based officer – Elfyn Jones, whose primary role is to 
negotiate and help protect access to, and the conservation of, sites of importance to 
climbers, mountaineers and hill-walkers in Wales.  

• In 2009, the BMC set up the role of BMC Access & Conservation Officer for Wales, 
independently using its core funds as it felt protecting access for BMC members and 
other mountaineers and climbers in Wales was of paramount importance. 

• The BMC supports the Welsh Assembly Government‘s Strategic Aim, as outlined in 
the Creating an Active Wales strategy document to:- 
“ Develop and maintain a physical environment that makes it easier and safer for 
people to choose to be more physically active” and especially  it’s priority aim to 
“Increase availability, access and use of high quality local green space, waterways 
and countryside”, and believes that  as the national representative body for 
mountaineering, hill-walking and climbing it is the ideal organisation to advise the 
Welsh government on the most suitable arrangements for securing access to natural 
sites for mountain and climbing activities in Wales. 

• The BMC would hope also to be involved in assisting the Welsh Assembly 
Government in fulfilling its stated 2010 action to “develop an outdoor activity forum 
linked to the physical activity network to co-ordinate opportunities for outdoor 
recreation and green exercise and share best practice” 
 
 

Participation in mountain-related activities 
 

• Traditionally most mountaineers, climbers and hill walkers who enjoy the Welsh 
mountains and coast are not from Wales. But this is changing, and initiatives such as 
the North West Wales Outdoor Partnership which was launched in Feb 2006 has 
already shown the huge local demand for outdoor activities. Over 138 local schools 
are involved in the initiative,  while over 10,000 individuals have taken part in outdoor 
activity programmes and events organised by the partnership, many of them taking 
up climbing and mountaineering as lifelong activities. 

• The 2009 CCW/Forestry Commission study – Welsh Outdoor Recreation Survey, one 
of the largest of its kind ever undertaken of residents in Wales, showed that over 33% 
of all respondents visited the countryside for recreation several times a week, with 
20% going mountain or hill walking in the last week alone. 

 
 
Contribution to the Welsh economy 
 

• A study by Snowdonia Active (The Active Economy, 2004)) concluded that the 
outdoor industry in North West Wales contributed £140 million to the local economy, 
while generating about 8,400 jobs, making up 6% of the whole economy of North 
West Wales. The same study also showed that over 92% of adventure tourism 
businesses in North West Wales rated mountain walking and rock climbing to be the 
most important activities for their businesses. 

 


