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28 Hubble   Very Severe  «« 1998
30m A route for strong parties only with a wonderfully 
exposed mauvais pas on the sensationation exit. Avoid the 
exit right into Mecca and continue up the Whore... Move 
right at the break to gain the Mecca Extension lower-off.

29 Mecca   Very Severe (rubbers)  ««« 1960/1988 
13m Once the hardest climb on ther mountain, now an 
easy day out for a lady. And they call this progress! Sus-
tained and quite complex  moves  lead up the bulging 
wall that guards access to the groove. Once the groove is 
reached, either layback up the arête of the groove with a 
sense of history or use your kneepad to good effect. A final 
stretch left leads to a huge flake and the belay. 

30 Mecca Extension   Hard Diff (Nails)  ««« 1998
25m The grade is for rubbers on a dry day. In nails, or in 
the wet, the grade is Exceptionally Very Hard Difficult. 
The logical finish and worth F8a in its own right. From 
the Mecca belay flake, crimp upwards to a large sidepull 
pocket. Scuttle rightwards into a small right-facing flake. 
Power your way upwards to better holds and belay at the 
break. 

31 Revelations   Hard Severe, A2  «« 2004
25m Protection is difficult to arrange on the crucial 
groove so collecting pebbles in a nearby stream is recom-
mended. From the belay flake of Mecca, move upwards as 
for the Extension until its traverse right. Step left and attack 
the blank black wall via a very bouldery sequence and some 
disappointing holds. 

32 Evolution   Moderate  ««« 2004
25m This gives a tolerable summer route but in proper 
winter conditions gives piolet-action of the highest order.
Continue straight up to a small overlap. The next section 
is fiercely crimpy requiring a determined approach and 
high pain threshold. 

33 Sardine   Easy  «« 1995
13m  The rock is well worn at the passage of times and 
stockings may be used to great effect on the marginal toe-
scrapes. A long reach and fingers of steel might make the 
grade feel generous. 

34 Brexit Blues   Extremely Severe  ««« 2008
25m Blind climbing leads to a hard exit that the leader 
must not fluff.
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Neil Mawson on Raven Tor’s ultra-classic Mecca, F8b+ (opposite). Photo:  Tim Glasby.
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